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In recent weeks, as you are aware, it has become increasingly 
clear that the White House is under steadily mounting domestic political 

'firm— ii-i iwM»-iTnynn *-*••••• w*#.-**** ... .«*«* *>**** > *& 

pressure to adopt a^foreign^ppllQ^L,ip th^Iear East more consppanf 
^^tiTT^ra^T^ejlres. The Israelis are determined to use the period 
F^w^erPno^T'and the 1964 Presidential elections to secure a closer, 
more public security relationship with the United States, notably 
through a public security guarantee and a cooler, more antagonistic 
relationship between the United States and the UAR. The President 
is apparently desirous of seeking some form of accommodation to 
domestic pressures flowing from this Israeli desire without seriously 
impairing our other interests in the area. At best this would be 
extremely difficult to accomplish. 

At the same time, the President is concerned with the arms 
escalation in the Near East. He is particularly concerned with the 
apparent Israeli intent to develop a nuclear weapon capability within 
the next few years. Any arms limitation accord involving both Israel 
and the UAR will be possible only if we retain the substance of the 
new relationship developed by this Administration with the UAR. 

Also noteworthy, Mike Feldman increasingly is the primary White 
House staff influence on UnTI^^Sfates policy with respect to Israel 
and Arab-Israeli issues. All outgoing cables and actions dealing with 
Israel and Arab-Israeli matters, and which could have a domestic 
political impact, must now be cleared with the White House. 



Stemming from your meeting with the President on the UAR Wednesday 
afternoon, May 8, we are now charged with the urgent preparation of 
(a) a Presidential letter to Nasser which takes a first step in 
establishing a dialogue with Nasser on the twin problems of area 
security and arms limitation; and, (b) a study of the various types 
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of security arrangements and their applicability to this situation. 

In addition, at some point in the very near future we will need a 
scenario on how we might proceed in the weeks and months ahead in 
handling the security guarantee issue. 

Pursuant to NSAM No. 231 and Phil Talbot's memorandum to you of 
April 3, an arms limitation and control proposal for Israel and the 
UAR has been drafted and a plan of action for implementing it has been 
prepared. 


The White House staff is pressing for all these documents. I 
believe they will accept a delay if we can provide assurance all these 
documents will be delivered by Thursday or possibly Friday. 

NEA will have all these documents in hand by Tuesday. We need to 
discuss them with you. I recommend that we meet mid-week for at least 
an hour to review our who le approach to Arab-Israeli affairs before 
the Department sends these forward. . K . .’*’*******"**'*. 
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